Wigtown Book Festivals Inaugural Auction 2011

Bid Descriptions and Terms and Conditions

Diana Athill, Allan Massie, Roberta Taylor and Allan Little are just some of the writers offering themselves to the highest bidder in the festival's inaugural auction. Featuring readings, music, entertainment, food and drink, this event is a vital part of our 2011 fund-raising drive. It is here that you will be able to find the most up to date information and exciting lots that are available for bidding. Be sure to keep checking this page, as we will be updating and adding new lots continuously throughout the festival.

(All information displayed on this page may be subject to change.) 

Lot 1: A private whisky tasting with one of Scotland's great whisky experts Ian Buxton. If you fancy yourself as a bit of a whisky connoisseur this is the chance to pit yourself against whisky writer, consultant and generalist Ian Buxton.  Ian’s skills and knowledge surrounding Scotland’s favourite drink has taken him across the globe to places such as Puerto Rico, France and Russia. He is offering his expertise through a private whisky tasting for one lucky bidder. Travel not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival office. 
Lot 2: The chance to own a personalised romantic sonnet by Rab Wilson
This brilliant and multi-talented Scottish playwright, poet and writer is willing to take up his pen to write one lucky bidder a personalised sonnet. All you have to do is provide the details. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival office. 

Lot 3: A signed self-portrait of the legendary artist/writer Alasdair Gray at Wigtown itself. A signed self-portrait by the legendary artist, writer extraordinaire could be yours to own and display proudly. Find out more about Alasdair Gray at: http://www.alasdairgray.co.uk/
Lot 4: The chance to go on a mini adventure with the William Hill-award-winning adventurer Robert Twigger. Spend a day with our writer-in-residence Robert Twigger and you are guaranteed to come back with stories you won’t forget. His recent exploits have included hunting the world’s biggest snake and paddling a birch-bark canoe over the Canadian Rockies. Find your adventurous side on this mini-adventure. Want some more information on this extraordinary man? Check out his website: http://www.roberttwigger.com/about-me/ Travel/Insurance and any other costs are not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 5: Have a lunchtime celebration with one of Scotland's most respected novelists: Allan Massie. Not only a respected novelist, Alan Massie is also one of Scotlands's most prolific and well-known journalists. This is your chance to wine him and dine him, ask him about where he finds his inspiration, quiz him on politics or historical matters. Travel and lunch not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 6: Have your sense of curiosity awakened at Abbotsford, the home of Sir Walter Scott, with a private tour by biographer Stuart Kelly. If you consider yourself a Sir Walter Scott enthusiast but also love beautiful historic houses, then this is the bid for you. Stuart Kelly is a leading expert in Sir Walter Scott and he wants to show you around this famous author’s home. Find out more about Sir Walter Scott and Abbotsford at: http://www.scottsabbotsford.co.uk/ Travel, entry and other costs not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 7: A gin master class in one of Edinburgh's most glamorous cocktail bars, with the spirit expert Geraldine Coates. (In association with Gin Time) Gin is often thought of as a quintessentially English drink. But Scottish distillers are increasingly getting in on the act. Drinks expert Geraldine Coates of the Gin time website wants to take one lucky bidder and their three friends out for a gin master class in Edinburgh. Not to be missed out on, this is sure to be entertaining. http://www.gintime.com/ Travel not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 8: Struggling with your creative side? Let Allan Little the BBC's special Correspondent guide you with a master class session. (Up to 10 people; 3 hours) Travel and extra expenses not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 9: Luxury holiday in Portugal. This lot offers the lucky bidder the chance to sit by a sunny poolside in their very own luxury private villa for a week. Go on take time out and read some of those books. (Up to 6 people, to be taken between 5/5/2012 - 7/7/2012, to include towels and bed-linen, rooms made up on arrival and post departure cleaning and welcome pack.) Travel and any extra expenses not included. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 10: Tea with Roberta Taylor at the Chelsea arts club. This lot not only offers one lucky bidder a behind the scenes exclusive at the legendary Chelsea arts club, but the opportunity to be entertained by Roberta Taylor the English actress and author. Travel and any extra expenses not included. For up to 2 people only. No restriction on dates but Roberta Taylor reserves the right to dictate the final arrangements. Arrangements to be made through Christian Ribbens. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 11:Tea with Diana Athill. Be utterly charmed by Diana Athill, a British literary editor, novelist and memoirist who has worked with some of the most important writers of the 20th century. This is not to be missed. Travel and any other extra expenses not included. For one person only. Bidders must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office. 

Lot 12: Fishing on the River Bladnoch - Torhouskie Beat. One day fishing for two Rods on this middle Bladnoch beat during October 2011. You will have a guide on the day and lunch will be provided. Only Cock Salmon to be kept. Donated by Jamie Ribbens. Guide price £60.00. Travel and any other extra expenses not included. Must be aware that they cannot give a winning bid to any other person without getting consent from the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office.

Lot 13: Repair of a beloved book. The repair/ conservation by a professional bookbinder of a much loved book or album that has seen better days. Up to spine length 9". Donated by Christian Ribbens. Guide price £60.00.

Lot 14: A chauffer driven trip for 3 people in Wigtown's oldest running motor car: The fabulous Bunty, a 76 year old Austin Lichfield 10/4 saloon. On offer is a return trip in this wonderful old lady of the road from your home within 35 miles of Wigtown to a venue of your choice. This makes an ideal gift for that special anniversary, wedding or birthday celebration or just a fun day out. Any extra expenses not included. Please note that the car is fully insured and has a current MOT, however seatbelts are not worn as Bunty is an historic vehicle with exemption by law. Dates and times of travel to be mutually arranged. Valid until 1st October 2012. A voucher will be presented to the winning bidder. No further expenses are included. 

Lot 15: Shoo Rayner's original, signed drawing of Alex Storm. Drawn in front of 300 School children, right here in Wigtown. 
Lot 16: The Festival Chair Anne Brown offers a days media training for 2-4 four people in Edinburgh. To be taken at any time and organised through Anne Brown. Travel and extra expenses not included. 
Lot 17: Larry Sullivan is offering one lucky bidder a three hour personalised voice training session in Glasgow. To be organised through Anne Brown. Travel and any extra expenses not included. 
Lot 18: Renowned actor Bill Paterson wants to answer your phone when you can't, with a personalised answer phone message. To be organised through Christian Ribbens. 

Lot 19: A hosted evening at the BBC by Sally Magnusson. Catch a glimpse of the action behind the scenes while watching the evening reporting going out. (To be organised directly through Sally Magnusson. Travel, expenses not included)

Lot 20: A two-hour Children’s birthday party with Douglas The Magic Clown in the Dumfries and Galloway region. Age 3-10 years. (Date and time by mutual agreement.) 
Lot 21: MYSTERY LOT - To be revealed on the night. (Lot number subject to change)

Lot 22: MYSTERY LOT - To be revealed on the night. (Lot number subject to change)

Please note you submit your bid on the condition that you have read, understood and accepted all the terms and conditions below, including Term and Condition 10 below that no lot may be transferred by the winner to any other person as a gift or otherwise, unless specifically agreed by the applicable employees at the Wigtown Festival Office, and the specific conditions applying to each lot. 

General Terms and conditions 

1. By bidding for any lot you agree to be bound by these terms and conditions. 

2. The auction is open to UK resident’s aged 18 or over. 

3. When you place a bid you thereby enter a contractually binding and irrevocable obligation to complete the transaction if you are the winning bidder of that lot. The 'winning bidder' is the person certified to be the highest bidder by the Auctioneer/Relevant employees of the Wigtown Book Festival and the Festival Trustees at the end of the auction, provided that their bid meets the reserve, and it includes any under-bidder who is awarded the lot following the failure for any reason of a higher bid as certified by the Auctioneer/Relevant employees of the Wigtown Book Festival and the Festival Trustees. If there are two or more bidders with equal claims to be the winning bidder, the Auctioneer/Relevant employees of the Wigtown Book Festival shall select one by drawing names out of a hat. 

4. Payments should be made by cheque payable to "Wigtown Book Festival", which must clear by 1/December/2011. 

5.The Auctioneer's/Festival Trustees decision, as to the winning bid or otherwise, together with any exercise of his discretion hereunder, is final and cannot be challenged, nor will any explanation or reason be given. 

6.You are not able to retract any bid under any circumstances after it has been submitted to us. 

7.Before you place any bid you must ensure that you are able to bid for and to buy that particular lot in compliance with the law and in accordance with the applicable terms and conditions. It is the responsibility of all bidders to ensure that, should they be the winning bidder, they have the necessary permissions or authorisations to carry out the activity specified in the bid, including (by way of example, not limitation) appropriate identification, clean driving licence and minimum age qualification, security clearance, and so on. 

8. If you want to know what qualification is required for the winner of any lots you should email wigtownbookfestival@googlemail.com. If you are the highest bidder, but in the sole and unfettered judgment of the auctioneer/Board of Trustees you do not meet any such qualification, then the auctioneer/Board of Trustees shall be entitled without challenge or complaint to award the lot to the next highest bidder who does meet the qualification. Except insofar as any expense or cost is specifically included in the description of the lot. the winner is responsible for all arrangements and costs required to take up the fulfilment of their lot including, but not limited to, travel and accommodation costs, travel insurance and obtaining any other necessary documentation, including passports and visas. 

(9. Lots will lapse, and not be claimable, unless they have been fully taken by the end 1/9/11. No cash alternative will be offered and the Wigtown Book Festival accepts no liability for any failure however caused to take the lot within this time period. To be confirmed)*

10. If you wish to give a lot as a gift, specific approval must be obtained from the Wigtown Book Festival Office, in advance of bidding. Unless otherwise specifically agreed by the auctioneer, a lot cannot be transferred as a gift and can only be enjoyed by the winning bidder, within the UK or as otherwise specified. Email wigtownbookfestival@gmail.com 

11. Winning bidders will be given a letter setting out the details for claiming their lot, which will include requirements relating to the due payment of the bid fee and other matters. Failure to comply with all such requirements shall render a bid void, and the lot so affected will be awarded to the appropriate under-bidder at the auctioneers discretion. 

12. It shall be the responsibility of the winning bidder to come to agreement with the appropriate member of Wigtown Book Festival, over arrangements for the fulfilment of their lot. All the aspects of the fulfilment of the bids are subject to such agreement being reached and to availability and subject to all specific conditions, which apply to the lots. 

13. To the extent permitted by law, the Wigtown Book Festival does not accept any liability for any loss, damage, claim or costs howsoever arising from or incurred wholly or partly by participation in the auction. 

14. No correspondence will be entered into. The decision of the auctioneer/Board of Trustees shall be final and unchallengeable and in his absolute discretion he may declare any entry void. Any exercise of discretion, or agreement, by the auctioneer specified in these Terms and Conditions shall be in his sole and unfettered discretion, and no reasons can be requested or will be supplied. 

15. Unless the entrant specifically requests the contrary by e-mailing wigtownbookfestival@gmail.com, the Wigtown Book Festival will hold their personal details on its own or a duly authorised agent's registered database for the purposes of contacting you by e-mail, SMS, telephone or other means to offer you commercial opportunities that may be of interest to you. From time to time other carefully selected organisations may be licensed by us to use that data to similar purposes. 

16. For lot number 14 a voucher will be given and must be presented to Ian Macdonald. Remuneration is not paid to the car owner nor will gratuities to the driver be accepted.

17. Travel for any bid unless clearly stated in lot description on website is not included. Any extra expenses are not included. 

18. The Wigtown Book Festival reserves the picture rights to lot number 3: A signed self-portrait of the legendary artist/writer Alasdair Gray at Wigtown itself. 

19. For Lot 15/ Shoo Rayner’s Drawing, Wigtown Book Festival reserves the picture rights to this drawing. 

20: Lot 20, the children’s party must be used in the Dumfries and Galloway region
*The date of when the bids will be un-claimable by the winning bidder is still to be finalised. The date in the terms and conditions is just temporary. Accepting lots 10 or otherwise stated. 

(Please be aware that all information on this page maybe subject to change) 

 

